Connecting
People with
Nature

s America is becoming vastly richer in its cultural and racial diversity, we will need to

draw more kinds of people into the conservation movement. One-in-four U.S. resi-
dents are from non-Caucasian backgrounds and a wide range of cultures, but, in the next
decade, this ratio will increase to one-in-three. Forty years from now, a full majority of U.S.
residents will be from diverse cultures and racial backgrounds.

NWFE is committed to reversing nature deficit in our children, engaging residents

from all backgrounds and making conservation tangible and achievable for all Americans.
In 2005, we involved millions of members, friends and viewers in our efforts to connect

people to nature. Here are some highlights.

Addressing ‘Nature Deficit’ in the Next Generation

Keeping people connected to nature over a lifetime will be ever more challenging because
children spend minimal time playing outdoors. In 2005, NWF began researching and
developing a new NWF Green Hour™ outreach and education program (for launch in
2006) designed to inform parents and caregivers of the risks of too much indoor time and
to encourage young people to spend an average of one hour per day playing creatively out-
doors in green, natural spaces. In addition, NWF’s Green Hour Forum Web-log reports on
recent findings, and the latest on research and trends in conservation’s battle with nature
deficit. www.nwf.org/greenhour/

To highlight available close-to-home outdoor fun, we conducted the NWF Great
American Backyard Campout on August 29, involving over 32,000 people at some 3,300
separate locations across America in a major overnight family camping event. The second
annual campout, coming in the summer of 2006, will be bigger and better, encouraging more
people than ever to spend time outdoors connecting with nature. www.backyardcampout.org

Creating Earlier Foundations for Wildlife and Conservation Literacy
NWEF is committed to reaching children at the youngest possible age when their interest in
animals and wildlife is at its highest. We support and nurture that interest through a range
of online activities, school programs and our highly popular children’s magazines— Wild
Animal Baby®, Your Big Backyard®, and Ranger Rick®. Unlike television, which psychologists
label as a passive and mind-numbing medium, magazine reading is dynamic and interactive.
NWPF’s publications engage nearly 2.5 million young readers every month. In 2005:
B NWPF’s Your Big Backyard magazine (for ages 3—7) took the top honor Golden Lamp
Award at the annual competition of the Association of Education Publishers (AEP)
and was named best educational periodical in the nation. Ranger Rick has had this

prestigious honor twice in past years and did not compete in 2005.

The majority of U.S.
children are beginning
to suffer from ‘nature
deficit disorder’ as
they now spend an
average of 6 hours and
20 minutes per day on
the computer and

watching television.
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Campus Ecology
in Action

For more than a
decade, National
Wildlife Federation’s
Campus Ecology
Program has been
helping transform the
nation’s college and
university campuses
into living models of
an ecologically sus-
tainable society, and
training a new genera-
tion of environmental
leaders. Here (top),
students from
Manhattanville College
spend the day cleaning
up a campus stream
and wetlands. And
(below) Middlebury
College students
strapped “Save Winter
Carnival” and “Slush
Sucks” signs to their
backs and rode their
bikes from campus to
the college’s Show
Bowl, raising aware-
ness of the connection
between global warm-
ing and potential
threats to Vermont’s
ski industry. NWF’s

support and recogni-

tion of wonderful
projects like these are
generously supported,
in part, by the Kendeda
Sustainability Fund of
the Tides Foundation

and member campuses.




Photos by (top) Anibel Cuelloand (bottom) Caitlin Littlefield

B Our preschool focus with Wild Animal Baby was given a
boost when it too won a 2005 AEP award for best visual
story for children as well as the development of a new
DVD video of an animated feature series with our part-
ner Sun Woo Entertainment.

B NWZF’s Access Nature® program is designed to increase
accessibility for special needs children to nature educa-
tion. The Program’s interactive Happenin’ Habitats
on-line learning program won the AEP award for best
science education website. Moreover, the Happenin’
Habitats Program was featured on the popular Zoom
PBS series in 2005, providing exposure to millions of
viewers. www.happeninhabitats.pwnet.org/index.php

B NWEF supported Katrina Relief by distributing nearly
50,000 children’s magazines to young people in shelters
in the hurricane stricken region.

B NWF teamed up with store-brand peanut butter produc-
er Carriage House on a special promotion focused on
nature education. One million jars of store-brand peanut
butter featured a special sticker offering a three-month
subscription to Ranger Rick or Your Big Backyard kids’
magazines. Nearly 3,000 of these offers were redeemed
by kids and families who now spend time learning about
wildlife and nature through NWF publications.

Supporting Wildlife Education in Schools and On Campus

NWE is committed to making wildlife conservation tangible and scientifically relevant to
children and young adults through schoolyard habitat programs, their associated curricula
and through its popular Campus Ecology Program.

The Schoolyard Habitat Program® reached over 2,300 certified sites in 2005 and
supports learning and nature connection in some 2 million students annually. This year
more than 300 educators were trained on implementation of the program which is
designed to create on-site, outdoor learning labs on or near school grounds. Over 3,000
students participated in the actual creation of the new schoolyard habitats in 2005.
www.nwf.org/backyardwildlifehabitat/programoverview.cfm

An important a study by Texas State University at San Marcos found that students
who participated in the Schoolyard Habitat Program had significantly higher scores in
Texas standardized statewide mathematics tests. The most significant score increases were
among under-resourced African American and Latino students.

A number of entire school systems in Texas, Michigan (including Grand Rapids)
and other states have adopted schoolyard habitats as a system-wide strategy. The NWF
Campus Ecology Program® surpassed 220 campuses during the year, including many
major state universities, and was honored with its first-ever state system-wide registration
when all 29 Massachusetts state universities and colleges enrolled in the program.
www.nwf.org/campusecology/index.cfm

B
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Creating a More Diverse and Equitable Conservation Future

NWPEF’s support for engaging young people from diverse cultural and racial backgrounds
is evident in many of its programs but particularly through its youth development and
school-based programs. The NWF Earth Tomorrow® high school youth development
program engaged over 600 students in schools in Atlanta, Detroit, Houston and Seattle.
More than 120 of them participated in the intensive NWF residential summer institute
designed to provide them with leadership development skills, hands-on conservation
experience and the opportunity for peer-level discussions with adult role models working
professionally in conservation.

The Earth Tomorrow-related NWF Alaska Youth for Environmental Action (AYEA)
started in Anchorage and extends to some dozens of tribal communities across the state.
With about 100 youth participating in 2005, the focus was on developing greater knowl-
edge of how wildlife and habitats in America’s most frigid state could be affected by global
warming. This year’s students created their own web log. www.ayea.blogspot.com

In the Rocky Mountain region, NWF focuses on Native American connections
and trained 100 tribal educators in Schoolyard Habitats reaching over 3,000 students.
Southern Ute Indian Academy in Ignacio, Colorado, was certified as NWF’s 2,338th
Schoolyard Habitat. What makes this certification special?

The school is the first tribal school in the nation to be so
recognized. Ten more tribal schools have now initiated
schoolyard habitat projects.

Increasing Personal Actions

for Habitat Restoration

NWEF has a long-standing commitment to making habitat
creation and/or restoration human in scale. NWF’s signature
program on this subject is its Backyard Wildlife Habitat
Program™ with its supporting corps of Habitat Stewards
volunteers.

In 2005, property owners added 11,000 new backyards
to our list of NWF-certified habitats. This brought the
overall number of certifications to 56,000 and brought the
number of backyard habitat acres to over 100,000.
www.nwf.org/backyardwildlifehabitat/

NWPF’s corps of volunteers, our Habitat Stewards
Network, expanded to 2,000 people and provided 300,000
hours (equivalent to 150 fulltime workers) of hands-on
assistance and training support for NWF’s Backyard and
Schoolyard Habitat programs. www.nwf.org/volunteer/
habitatsteward.cfm

NWF’s book Attracting Birds, Butterflies and Other
Backyard Wildlife by NWF’s David Mizejewski won the pres-
tigious Benjamin Franklin Award through the Independent

=
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Frogwatch USA



Publisher’s Association’s 2005 book-of-the-year competition
in the category of gardening and agriculture.

This year NWF entered in a partnership with Discovery
Communication’s cable network Animal Planet to produce
a daily TV show called Backyard Habitat. Produced by Rivr
Media, makers of the acclaimed Trading Spaces, the show
receives millions of viewers per month and encourages
people to certify their own backyard through NWF’s wildlife
habitat certification program. For more information about
the show, please visit www.animalplanet.com/backyardhabitat

Outdoor Skills and Volunteer Habitat Science
NWFE encourages people of all walks of life to engage in
simple science-based observations of wildlife and environ-
mental impacts on them. For example, NWF has enjoyed a
partnership with the U.S. Geological Survey in the opera-
tion of a citizen science program called Frogwatch USA.
Recognizing how much the overall health of frog and toad
communities can tell wildlife experts about the health of
natural systems and their vulnerabilities, NWF rebuilt the
program online to make it more accessible to volunteers
who wish to help with this growing national program.
www.nwf.org/frogwatchUSA/

In addition, we held “bio-blitz” events that are 24-hour
citizen-science, biological inventories of all the living organ-
isms within a certain radius. The stellar event this year was a
look within a 20-mile radius of the Colorado State Capital
Building. This event involved over 30 organizational part-
ners in the Denver metropolitan area and involved 1,000
volunteers in an assessment of over 15,000 acres.

Global Warming Education

and Student Action

NWF education and outreach efforts are made even more
challenging by the need to educate people about the impact
of climate change on wildlife. In a major addition to and
refocusing of NWF’s popular Campus Ecology Program,

a prestigious council of advisors—including researchs,
educators, and business and government leaders—assisted
NWEF with an examination of how to focus future campus
efforts on a Campus Climate Challenge. This challenge
will target a 30% reduction in campus greenhouse gas
emissions over the next fifteen years. As part of its effort
to strengthen research and understanding of the need for

The Stephensons certified their yard on Animal Planet’s

Backyard Habitat TV show.
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improved education on climate change on campuses,

NWF launched a new Campus Climate Campaign web log.
www.campusclimatecampaign.blogspot.com/

We also developed a joint project with the WeatherBug
desktop application for a wildlife-based version of the pop-
ular desk-top application that is carried by 20 million web

users a year. NWF also has a new online Global Warming
Quiz designed to help people assess their own household
and professional impact of greenhouse gas emissions.
Check out: www.GlobalWarmingQuiz.com.

Partnership with Anheuser-Busch
Adventure Parks
Visitors of the Anheuser-Busch Adventure Parks can now
learn how to support wildlife by providing habitat right in
their own backyards.
The Anheuser-Busch Adventure Parks—which include
Busch Gardens, SeaWorld and Discovery Cove—are strong
supporters of NWF’s Backyard Wildlife Habitat (BWH) pro-
gram. Each park has committed to featuring a demonstra-
tion site that teaches visitors about the BWH program and
how to enjoy and protect wildlife at home. In 2005, Busch
Gardens Tampa Bay and SeaWorld Orlando were certified as
official BWH sites and opened to the public. The sites show
visitors a variety of ways to provide the four elements vital
to wildlife survival—food, water, shelter and places to raise
young—in their own backyards.
“Dedicating space to these backyard wildlife habitats
aligns perfectly with the long-standing conservation commit-
ment of my family and this company,” says Virginia Busch,
president of the SeaWorld & Busch Gardens Conservation
Fund. “For more than 100 years, protecting natural resources
for future generations has remained a core mission through-
out our operations—every day and at every facility. These
habitats are just one way we hope to inspire a similar conser-
vation ethic among the millions of park guests who visit us
each year”
The SeaWorld & Busch Gardens Conservation Fund also supports Frogwatch USA,
NWPF’s frog and toad monitoring program that trains volunteers to monitor amphibian
populations across the nation. The fund’s support has enabled NWF to significantly

increase the number of volunteers and streamline the volunteer training process.
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